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LVAUG 

PICNIC 

7/13/97 

The second annual picnic was he Id 
Sunday July 13,1997 at the Haycock 
Access area oP Nockamixon State 
Park 

and it was a beautiPul day Por the 
picnic and we are sure that 
everybody that made the effort to 
attend had a great time at the 
picnic. 

The Atari Navy made many cruises on 
the lake and the two youngest 
sailors even made a sail out oP a 
trash bag to go sailing with, the 
only trouble was that the breeze 
deserted them so that was the end oP 
the sail on the canoe but we must 
give them credit Por making it 
Punction in the Pirst place, there 
is na such ward as "CAN’T " allowed 
in the Atari Navy. 

Don Stanmore our photographer was 
buisy taking pictures and it will be 
interesting to seem them when they 
are developed and shown to us at a 
Pt.it ure meeting oP the Club. Thanks 
Don. 

Your editor wants to thank his 
daughter Por coming to the picnic 
with him and he wants to thank Art 
and Jon and Eli and Jon and Rieh 
Kohn and his wiPe Por their Company 
and all their Pood and their 
daughter Victoria became the 
youngest sailor in the Atari Navy 
when she went on a cruise with her 
"Dad" and little Jon Mordosky( have 
to stop calling him little as he 
must be at least six Poot tall.) The 
Atari Navy can be proud oP their 
Pleet oP canoes and the kayak and 
here is looking Porward to next 
year's picnic. 

Your Editor 
Larry Tischbein 


ZIGGY 



FACT 

Yoti don f t find Friends, you make 
Friendsf 


ZIGGY 
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MEETING NOTES 
8/7/97 

Meeting called to Order and opened 
in due form by President Art Paolini 
Jr. 

Everybody that attended the club 
picnic on July Uth agreed that they 
had a great time and it was 
certainly a beautiful day for a 
picnic and the Atari Navy looked 
great sailing along on Lake 
Nockami >;on. 

VP Jon Mordosky brought along a 
bunch of his Atari cartridges and 
Art and Jon and Eli demoed quite a 
fe^ of them on Art •’s 1J0XE the 
following is a list of the ones that 
they demoed. 

Keystone Kapers which was a game of 
the keystone cops chasing the bad 
guys. 

Bounty Bob was next and is a great 
game and is one that ha s never been 
converted to a disk and therefore is 
real ly a "Collector's item". 

Pit fall was the next game 
cartridge. 

Pa st fi nder fol 1 owed Pitfall. 

Track and Field game was next and 
the graphics on it w ere real ly 
great. 

Megamania cartridge was next. 

Up'n Down cartridge was the next one 
demoed and was a great game too. 

Jon stated there are over 450 
cartridges made for the Atari 
Computer f it is a shame that Atari 
wasn't a better run Company as the 
potential for greatness was 
certainly there. Nhich all goes back 
to that old saying if the dog 


wouldn't have stopped to s_ _ he 
would have caught the rabbit. That 
is all the meeting notes for tonight 

folks. 


Larry Tischbein 
Secretary 


EDITORIAL 

I read something a while back that I 
would like to share w ith you. It 
went something like thiss 

If I teil you something, the odds 
are very great that you will forget 
it within a day. 

If I show you something, you might 
remember, but sooner or later you 
will forget it—even if you write it 
down. 

If you should get involved, however, 
you'11 ander st and, and you‘'11 always 
remember. 

It made me think of the time when I 
first sat in front of my keyboard 
and wondered just what this Computer 
thing could do for me. Then I joined 
LVAUG and found out. 

So why don't yoti get more involved. 
Yoli will find that the more involved 
you get, the more you will learn 
about yotir w anderful Computer, and 
that's why you joined the club isn’t 
it? 

(This article adapted from the April 
1997 issue of the PACESETTER- 
Pinellas Atari Computer Enthusiasts 
and was written by their talented 
editor Jean Brokaw whose work and 
newsletter your editor real ly 
admires and appreciates.) 


PAGE 3 



BUYING A COMPUTER 
It helps to know a 
bit From a byte 


By Chuck Melvin 
Newhause News Service 

As di Picu1t as it is to come up with 
the money for a Computer System, 
sometimes it is even more diFFicult 
to comprehend exactly what you are 
buying. 

Computers ads are Filled with 
acronyms and abbreviations(RAM, MB, 
MHz, MMX). Even experienced 
Computers routinely come upon jargon 
they've never heard beFore. 

The solution: Take a little time to 
educate yourselF beFore spending 
thousands on components you may not 
need or do not understand. Important 
considerations For Computer buyers 
include the speed oF the 
microprocessor <138MHz is the bottom 
line now, and 166MNz or higher is 
recommended), the amount oF RAM <get 
at least 16MB),the size oF the hard 
drive <'get 1 gigabyte or more) and 
the speed oF the modern <28.8Kbps or 
Fast er). Some terms you may 
encounter. 

$BIT: short For binary digit, the 
smaliest piece oF inFormation a 
Computer can register. A Computer 
essentially is a collection oF 
switches that eit her are on or oFF / 
a switch that is open represents a 
zerof a switch that is closed 
represents a one. 

XBYTE: On most Computers, a 

combintion oF eight - bits 

representing a single character. The 

uppercase 1 etter "A", For instance, 

is stored on a Computer as a single 

byte made up oF the Following 

combination oF eight bits: 

010000001 . 


$ CD-ROM: Compact disc-read only 
memory. Most soFtware is now sold on 
CD-ROMs, making a CD drive an 
essential component. The speed oF 
data transFer is determined largely 
by the speed at which the CD spinsf 
a 12X CD-ROM drive spins the di sc 
six times Faster than a 2X. Most new 
Computers today include at least an 
SX drive. 

tCOMPORT: Pt connection throughwhich 

a Computer comunicates with a device 
such as a modern or printer. IBM— 
compatible Computers can have up to 
Four COM ports, although only two 
can be in use at once. Most 
Computers oFFer only two physical 
COM ports. 

*CPU: Central processing unit, 

another term For the Chip that 
serves as the brain oF a Computer. 

On personal Computers, the term is 
interchangeable with microprocessor, 
and is oFten used to identify the 
Computer itselF as diFFerentiated 
From peripherals such as the 
monitor, modern and keyboard. 

*DOT pitch: A measurement oF the 
distance between pixels, or 
individual picture elements, on a 
Computer monitor. All eise being 
equal, the smallerthe number—the 
closer the dots are to one another — 
the sharper the image. 

tEDO memory:Extended data out 
memory,also reFerred to as EDO RAM. 
Conventional Computer memory loses 
its data unless it is reFreshed 
constant1y—that is, unless power is 
applied to it continously, including 
between each access by the 
micorporcessor / EDO memory does not 
require reFreshing between accesses, 
so it is up to SO pmrcent Faster. 

^EXPANSION SLOT: An area on the 
motherboard where a card providing 
additional capabi1ities can be 
plugged in. Examples include sotind 
cards and internal modems. 
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XFAX MODEM: A modern that can send 
electronic docuents to a fax machine 
without having to print them on 
paper first. Hith the proper 
Software, most fax modems can also 
accept faxes and convert them to 
electronic documents that can be 
read on the Computer screen or 
printed. Fax modems also include all 
the functionality of Standard data 
modems. 

XGIGABYTE: Abbreviated GB, about 1 

bi 1lion bytes. Most hard disk dri ves 
sold with new Computers today can 
hold a gigabyte or more of data; 
each gigabyte can hold the 
equivalentof more than 3 00 novels or 
500, 000 double-spaced, typewritten 
pages. 

XHARD DISK DRIVE: A series of 
spinning platters that störe data 
magnetical1y. The Information 
remains on the disk even when power 
is turned off. Other data storage 
devices include the floppy drive, 
which Stores about 1.4MB of data on 
a J.Sinch disk and the Zip drive, an 
increasingly populär Option that can 
hold up to lOOMb of Information. 

*KILOBYTE: Abbreviated KB, 1024 

bytes. Enogh storage for about half- 
page of double-spaced typing. 

XL2CACHE: Also know as Level 2 or 

secondary cache, a Computer that 
works in conjunction with the 
microprocessor to speed up a 
Computer. Most Computers today come 
with 256KB or 512KB of secondary 
cache. 

XMEGEBYTE: Abbreivated MB, about 1 

miIlion bytes. 

XMEGAHERTZ: Abbreivated MHz, a 
measure of the frequenc y or clock 
speed of a microprocessor. All eise 
being equal, a fast er clock speed 
means a microprocessor can execute 
more instructions per second. Thus,a 
200-MHz microprocessor is fast er 
than an otherwise equivalent 166-NHz 


processor. 

XMMX: A set of instructions created 

by Intel Cop, to improve the 
multimedia <audio, Video and 
graphics) capabi1itiesof its Pentium 
microprocessors. 

XMODEM: A device that lets a 

Computer communicte with other 
Computers over telephone 1ines. It 
takes its name from the terms 
modulate and demodulte, which is the 
method it used to turn digital bits 
into an analog Signal that carries 
data in a manner like that used by 
FM radio transmitters. The top 
Standard speed for data transmission 
today is JJ .6 kilobits per second, 
although some modems have the 
ability to download(receive) data at 
nearly 56 Kbps. 

XMOTHERBOARD: The Circuit board 

that typ ical ly holds the 
microprocessor, memory and expansion 
slots. 

XPARELLEL PORT: A connection 
through which a Computer can 
communicte with some Printers, data 
storage devices and other 
peripherals. A parallel port can 
transfer more than one bit at a 
time; a serial port sends bits one 
at a time. 

XPENT1UM: The brand name for the 

line of microporcessors prodcued by 
Intel Corp., which are at the heart 
of more than 90 per cent of the 
personal Computers sold today. 

XPIPELINE BURST CACHE: A type of 
high-speed secondary cache <see 1.2 
cache) that moves data in 
uninterrupted bursts that can 
exploit the faster speeds of 
todays '' s microprocessors , 

TRAM: Random access memory. The 

chip or chips that hold programs and 
documents while they are active. 
Because of the increasing size of 
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operating Systems and Software, a 
minimim of 15Mb of RAM is 
recommended. Additional RAM is the 
single best Upgrade for most 
Computers. A separate bank of RAM 
can be earmarked to serve a 
Computer•’s Video output. 

*SCSI: Small Computer System 

interface, a fast paralled port that 
is Standard on Macintosh Computers 
and an expansion opton on most IBM 
compatibles. It provides faster data 
transfers than the commmon 
IDE)intergrated drive electronics) 
interface for hard disk drives. 

* SERIAL PORTt See parallel port. 

tSOUND CARD: A card that fits into 
an expansion slot and enables a 
Computer to produce audio. An FM 
synthesis card produces imititions 
of musical instruments and other 
soundsf a »avetable card reproduces 
digital samles of recorded sounds. 




A REGENT SUR*/EY 

Have you ever been asked »hat a 
Computer is used for? This question 
is usually asked by someone »ho is 
contemplating buying a Computer or 
someone »ho thinks they will never 
have any use for one. No» someone 
has found the ans»er. 

Fannie Mae recent ly conducfd a pol1 
and found that nearly half of the 
Computer o»ners polled seid they use 
them for Job related »ork. Forty 
percent of on-line users seid it^s 
for personal banking and financial 
research. Other ans»ers »eres daily 
ne»is (24. 05 percent), hobbi es (16. 51 
percent), chat rooms (15.02 
percent), shopping(5 percent), 
almost eighteen percent said a 
family member uses the Computer for 
home»ork and about sixteen percent 
plsy Computer games. 

You might »rite a short article for 
the LVAUG ne»sletter about ho» you 
use your Computer. It »ould make the 
editor very happy. 





MOUSE MAY BE 
A TRAP 
FOR INJURY 

By Garret Concfon 
Of The Hartford Courant 

It seems the mouse is in the 
doghouse. 

The headline on a story abotit 
Computer related injuries in a 
recent U.S.New s & Nor Id Report asks: 
"Is Your Mouse a Trap?' 1 And 
"mousing" gear—fr am ergonomical1y 
designed mice and non-mice 
alternatives to mouse pads, mouse 
wrist hol ders and mouse trays—is 
scurring off the shelves at Dedham, 
Mass-based Ali-Med Inc., a mail- 
order supp Her of occupat ional 
health products. 

"Ne"re noticing that mice are 
becoming more and more of concern or 
a lot of Consultants, therapists and 
people in different Companies, 11 says 
Lisa Gibbs,product manager for 
ergonomics at Ali-Med. "Products 
related to ergonomics and mice are 
doing much better. 

So much the worse for the c1ickable 
sidekick that scurriem beneath the 
pal ms of miIlions of Computer 
Jockeys as it opens programs, surfs 
the Nor Id Ni de Neb and edits t er t. 

But some engineers, ergonomists, 
psychologists and others feel that 
the mouse is getting bashed 
unfairly. They say that most of the 
Problems that arise from mouse use 
are, in fact, example of mouse 
abuse. 

Computers users need to be trained 
and equipped to use mice correctly, 

The experts ackno»!edge that some 
prefer alternative input devices 
such as trackbalIs, the finger¬ 


operated tauch pad and pen—like 
gadgets, but the y that, as an 
efficient, easy-to-grasp Computer 
tool, the mouse Stands alone. 

"The mouse is starting to get a bad 
rap," says Karen Jacobs, a clinical 
associate professor in occupational 
therapy at Boston University. 

Richard Pekelney of Sam Francisco, a 
Computer consultant »ho helpm firms 
develop mice, trackbalIs amd other 
so-called input devices, says there 
are no good data that suggest 
Computer mice are causing health 
Problems, "and, " he adds, "people 
have looked. " 

Thottgh the mouse is an easy 
target,hand and arm injuries among 
Computer users are complicated 
matters, says Dr. Charles Dillon, 
clinical director of the Division of 
Occupatonal Health at the University 
of Connecticut Health Center. 
Different Jobs require different 
kinds of mouse-use. Those »ho are 
involved in graphic or computer- 
aided design may be riding their 
mice all day; anot her worker may be 
mainly typ ing »ith only occasional 
mouse use. 

In addition, because most people use 
the mouse »ith their dominant hands, 
they're also doing other repetitive 
activities »ith that hand. Right- 
handed »orkers Processing health- 
care Claims, for example, »i11 use 
tht hand for typ ing, keying the 
keyboard's numeric keypad, 
hand»riting, stapling and using the 
mouse. So it can be hard to tease 
out the effect of the mouse alone. 

But clearly the mouse can cause and 
aggravate problems, especially if 
it*s misused. The best »ay to treat 
one’s mouse is to pay attention to 
posture, mouse position, mouse 
maintenance, mouse fit and rest. 

tPosture: Nith hands at the 
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keyboard, the mitten** should bm at 
roughly 90-dmgree anglmm and clomm 
to thm body. That mmana thm keyboard 
is dose by and Jot* enough to keep 
the arms parallel to thm floor and 
the wriet* in thm straight "neutral" 
Position. 

tMouse Positions Thm idmal Position 
for thm mouse is on thm samm planm 
as thm kmyboard and as closm to thm 
kmyboard as possiblm. That way, thm 
arm isn’t constantly mxtmnded to usm 
thm mousm. 

tMouse Maintenancmi Check thm 
manual for instructions on cleaning 
the mause and kmmping your mause pad 
clean. In addition, Pekelney says 
Computer usmrs should fine-tune thm 
Controls of the Computer•'s mouse 
driver program. 

tMousm Fitt Thmre are a variety of 
designs and sixms, and ergonomists 
seem to feml that sixe is one of thm 
key issums. Big hands working small 
mies often havs io grip ths devio? 
too hardf litt Im hands on big micm 
can overexert thmmsmlvms clicking 
thm button. Bob Bmttmndorf of thm 
Institute for Ergonomics Research in 
Manchester Center, Vt., cautions 
Computer usmrs against inexpensive 
micm that have buttons that arm hard 
to push. 

tRests All Computer usmrs nmmd to 
take breaks. 

Of course, one may want to ditchthe 
thm mousm altogethmr and go to a 
mouse alternative. Since a lot of 
injurims arm caused by too much of a 
single movement, a different kind of 
pointing dmvicm could mean a change 
of movement and could help. However 
no device is free of ergonomic 
concerns. 

It comes down to personal 
preference—sometimes over 
performance. That's what Gary 
Klatsky, assistant professor of 


psychology at the State Univmrsity 
at Oswego found last ymar when he 
tmsted a variety of dmviems with 40 
subjmets. Each subject performed 
tasks better with a mouse, and the 
mouse pulled further ahead of the 
trackbal1(second place) and the 
touch pad as the tasks got more 
comlicated, Klatsky found that some 
subjects preferred trackbalIs or 
Glidepoint pads even though they 
actually performed better with 
mi ce. 

On the horixon is voice-recognition 
Software. But Pekelney doubts tht 
voice commands can replace the mouse 
for most applictions. (Imagine an 
office full of people barking into 
their Computers.) 

"The big thing to teil anyonm about 
the mouse is"Don*t ignorm 
Symptoms*," says Pekelney. "If you 
start getting tingling or pain, go 
get hmlp, teil somebody about it and 
learn how to help yoursei f. " 


ZIGGY 


COMPUTERS ARE ReALLY 
VERY EDUCATYON AL... 

...iN 3UST ONE WEEK VVE 

Howmoch 

MV UFEWAS 
W.THOüT ONE ii 
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any necessary requirements 


DISK' LIBRARY 
FILENAME 
EX TENSION KEY 

. BAS-A Basic program-requires Atari 
Basic to run. 

.ASM-An Assembly language program or 
1 isting-may not be direct1y run- 
able. 

. MSB -Mi erosoft Basic -requires the 
Microsoft Basic cartridge or disk 
Version to run. 

. PL T-program requires the Pi 1ot 
language cartridge. 

.PAS-Pasca1-program is written int he 
Pascal language. 

.FTH—the program is written in Forth 
1anguage. 

.ACT—Actian—program was w ritten in 
Action 1anguage. 

.LOG-reguires the Logo cartridge to 
run. 

.LST-Listed program-written to disk 
as a listing. Must be loaded w ith 
the ENTER command, 

.TXT—Text file-usually requires a 
word processor or use of DOS Copy 
function to read text. 

.DOC-Documentation file-see .TXT. 
Usually accompanies another listing 
on the same disk to allow you to 
print a user's guide. 

. UTL-Ut i1 ity program-a program that 
was written to make using the 
Computer easier,, ie. f a back-up 
program which automate s archiving 
your personal 1 ibrary, etc. 

. SYS-A System fi le-such as DOS. SYS 
or AUTORUN SYS. A program which you 
might have on every disk to present 


.EXE-An executable machine language 
fi le-can be used as an AUTORUN SYS. 
A program that will load and run 
itself, or can be loaded with DOS 
Option L. 

.OBJ-Mac hi ne language object code- 
compiled from as ASM file. (See 
.EXE) 

.MKR-A "Maker program"-usual1y a 
basic program,which, when run makes 
an AUTORUN. SYS or .EXE machine 
1 anguage fi 1 e. 

,P!C~a picture file— will produce a 
picture on the screen or printer. 
May require a loader program to 
view r but may be a run-able 
program. 

.AMS-Advanced Music System file- 
contains data to play music. A 
"player " program is required. 

.PTR-Printer- a program which in 
some way requires a printer to 
operate. 

.MDM- the program was written for 
use with a modern or Bulletin Board 
System. 

.DAT-Datafile-usua1 ly accompanies 
another file on the same disk f and 
contains data essential to that 
program. 

. FNT-Character font-See.DAT. 
Contains data to redefine the 
character set. 

.XLF-XL-a program modified 
specifically for the XL series of 
Computers, and was rewritten to run 
without the Translator disk. 

.DEMO-Demo program- demonstrates a 
programmxng technique. 


PAGE 9 


iLEHIÜH VALLEY AMI 
USERS GROUP 
Post Office Bor, 796 
Nhitehall PA 18052-0796 

0FF1CERS AND COMMITEE 
MEMBERS OF LVAU8 

Pres , Art Paohni Jr-610-266-5195 
V.P. Jonathan Mordosky-610-261 -1044 
Treas, Richard Kohn-61(H22-7642 
Sec. Larry Uschbein-215-536-5757 
Parliaentanan Nillia» Fol so» 
610-866-7418 
Heabership John Douglas- 
610-866-7851 

Nearus Contact-Jonathan Mordosky- 
610-261-1044 

8-bit Librarian-Art Paolim Jr 
610-266-6195 

Newsletter- Larry Tischbein 
215-5^-5727 


ymmuYmi 



ICHJ6H VAUEr ATAÄI USERS 6R0UP 
P»»ti tht flrit fhundiy o( «vtry aonth «( 7i30 P,R, «t tht» 
Lincoln Itchnlcil Institut« 

3151 Hlphttn Slrttl 
Aliostosn, PA 18103 

Ihlt ntmlttttr li publlsht« by LVAU6 on i bl-tonthly btiit 
lor thtlr Hitrn tn.tictunot btiit wlth othtr uttr 

Vowpt. Original srticUs fron thli nmlttUr uy bt rt* 
P MnU< i" ««Mlitttr» or poittd on bulittin boirdt 
proripjfvg crtdit li glvtn to both th» iuthor md IVAU6. 
in» opmlom fiprmid ln tht* ntrnlttttr trt thoii of Iht 
iwthor *nd not ntcttitrlly thott Ol IVAU6, 

Artlcl»» lor thli nimlftttr aiy bt poittd on tht BBS’i 
lUttd ti lupportinj LVAD6, orsillin« tht* to th« Club, 


Lehigh Valley 
Atari Users Group 
M/u . p O. Box 796 
VVh/tehall, Pa 18052-0796 






LEHIGH 


jmsa 


ÄBBUC 

c/o Wolfgang Burger 
Wieschen Beck 45 
D-45699 Herten, Germany 


CiO V A3 / DCtQQ 






